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Independent filmmaking often takes place outside Hollywood, or other major studio 
systems. An independent film or indie film is a film initially produced without financing or 
distribution from a major film studio. Creative, business and technological reasons have all 
contributed to the growth of the indie film scene in the late 20th and early 21st century. On 
the business side, the costs of big-budget studio films also lead to conservative choices in 
cast and crew. There is a trend in Hollywood towards co-financing over two-thirds of the 
films put out by Warner Bros. in 2000 were joint ventures, up from 10% in 1987.14 A 
hopeful director is almost never given the opportunity to get a job on a big-budget studio 
film unless he or she has significant industry experience in film or television. Also, the 
studios rarely produce films with unknown actors, particularly in lead roles. 


Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cinema : The COVID-19 pandemic has had a 
substantial impact on the film industry in 2020 and 2021, mirroring its impacts across all 
arts sectors. Across the world and to varying degrees, cinemas and movie theaters have 
been closed, festivals have been cancelled or postponed, and film releases have been moved 
to future dates or delayed indefinitely. Due to cinemas and movie theaters closing, the 
global box office has dropped by billions of dollars, streaming has seen a significant 
increase in popularity and the stock of film exhibitors has also dropped dramatically. Many 
blockbusters originally scheduled to be released since mid-March 2020 have been 
postponed or canceled around the world, with film productions also halted. This, in turn, has 
created openings for independent cinema productions to receive wider exposure. 1 


Streaming services The BBC noted that the popularity of streaming services could increase, 
especially if more people are isolated at home,85 with The Guardian suggesting that non- 
blockbuster films may be sent to streaming more quickly than anticipated after release, to 
catch this market.7 One popular film to stream was 2011s Contagion, which moved up from 


being the 270th most-Watch ed Warner Bros. film in December 2019 to become its 2nd 
most-Watch ed film in 2020 by March7218 and entered the top 10 on iTunes film 
rentals,219 ostensibly due to the similarities its story bears to the outbreak.7218219 The 
stock of increased in 2020 by March 12. The platform had released its original docuseries 
Pandemic: How to Prevent an Outbreak at the end of January 2020.81 Disney+ went live in 
India on March 11 via its domestic service Hotstar, eighteen days before it was set to, 
though Disneys shares had fallen by 23% on March 9.81 
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